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tears to falter, and in shame to turn away. But the 
small, entreating hands found their way, as i f  by in- 
stinct, to my great protecting palms; and trembled 
there and rested there.

For a little while we lingered thus, neither wish- 
ing to move away, neither caring to look beyond the 
presence o f  the other; both alike so full o f  hope, and 
comfort, and true happiness, i f  only the world would
let us be. And then a little sob disturbed us, and
mother tried to make believe that she was only־
coughing. B u t  Lorna，guessing who she was，
jumped up so very rashly that she almost set her
frock o n  fire from the great ash log，a n d  away she
ran to the old oak chair, where mother was by the 
clock-case pretending to be knitting, and she took
the work from mother’s hands， and laid them both
upon her head, kneeling humbly, and looking up.

44 God bless you, my fair mistress ! ״  said mother,
bending nearer， and then as Lorna’s gaze prevailed,
44 God bless you, my sweet child ! ״

And so she went to mother’s heart，by the very
nearest road, even as she had come to mine; I mean 
the road o f  pity, smoothed by grace, and youth, and 
gentleness•


